
Grade 5/6 Art 

 Graffiti Art / Street Art           {Banksy}

A few years ago I was walking down a street in New York and I saw something on the 
curb. It was small and I had to get a better look. It was black and white and was quite 
small. Most people would have missed it, but you know me from the other stories I have 
told you, I look at the ground as I walk and see the smallest details. Well, as I go closer 
to the thing it started to get clearer and I saw that it was a small painting of a rat. Hmm, I 
thought, this was strange but continued to walk. 

A bit further along I was passing an alley  and I noticed on the walls in there were similar 
small paintings. However, they were a bit larger then the previous ones and looked as if 
they were trying to lead me somewhere. I followed them.

This felt like a treasure hunt and I was curious as to what I was going to find. This hunt 
made me have a more personal connection that happened when I was about 14. I had a 
paper route and I had the task of looking after my youngest brother, but he did not want 
to leave the house. It had just finished raining and it was wet out. I looked out the 
window and saw a rainbow and asked my youngest brother if he could help me find the 
end of the rainbow. He asked me why and I told him because there is a pot of gold 
there. He smiled and said sure. We walked out of the house holding hands and I was 
going to do my paper route and he thought we were looking for the end of the rainbow 
for gold. Ok I am not sure why I went off on this tangent … oh yeah, I was following the 
rat paintings in New York.

So, I continued down the alley and came to a building that was covered in brightly 
painted Graffiti that encompassed all the colours of the rainbow. Ah, but above all the 
randomness was it! A large rat in an  “I heart NY” shirt with a crayon in his hand and a 
child like stick drawing of a rat. This was my introduction to the artist “Banksy” and made 
me fascinated with  graffiti art or street art.

I find that graffiti art is amazing how it is created and how it took hold as an art 
movement. It serves as a reminder that there is a voice for people that do not agree with 
the way things are done. Graffiti art is everywhere and a lot of people see it as a crime. 
Why? Some people also see it as an example of bad art, what do you think? How have 
the artists and the people that appreciate art made this more acceptable?

There are many different ways to do graffiti or street art and we will go over nine 
different methods. We will also talk about and demonstrate “juxtaposition”.
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...connection to something that happened...
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intriguing beginning--you got me!
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and since you felt you brother was a little rat a lot of the time... :)
connection...you deceived him!  Is that part of this somehow?  Or just a tangent...
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You should read more about the cognitive tools "revolt and idealism"--right up the "romantic" alley.  So here we see the emotional significance, I think, of  art as an expression against the conventional or the "norm" and how that can take off.  The power of ingenuity and voice/vision?
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Great start.  I encourage you to expand in your own words just what the emotional significance piece is so that you can keep weaving it into the 9 methods you will teach about in this unit.




